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San Diego Man Sentenced After 34 Animals Rescued from Flooded Home

SAN DIEGO — A man was sentenced today, Dec. 1, 2025, in a case
involving the rescue of 33 animals from his San Ysidro home in August
2024. After San Diego Humane Society’s Humane Law Enforcement
successfully brought animal cruelty charges against him, Gary Marks has
been banned from owning an animal for 10 years, and his sentencing
includes a Fourth Amendment Waiver (allowing law enforcement to search
his home without a warrant) and mandated mental health treatment.

The case began on Aug. 27, 2024, when the San Diego Police Department
alerted Humane Officers about a residence on the 3700 block of Shooting
Star Drive where multiple animals were in distress due to a plumbing issue.
Over the course of several hours, Humane Officers rescued 30 dogs, one
cat and two chickens from unsafe conditions in the home. Another dog was
taken into care when Marks was arrested, just days later.

Several animals required emergency veterinary care. Despite the efforts of
veterinary staff, eight dogs were in such poor condition that they had to be
humanely euthanized to prevent further suffering. The others, including a
senior dog named Lucy, made incredible transformations after they were extensively treated and then successfully
adopted into loving homes.

“This case is heartbreaking — and no animal should ever endure such living conditions,” said San Diego Humane
Society Chief of Humane Law Enforcement Jace Huggins. “Neglect has consequences, and we are committed to
ensuring every animal in our community is safe, cared for and given the chance to live a healthy life.”

San Diego Humane Society reminds the public: If you or someone you know is overwhelmed caring for animals,
reach out for help before the situation gets out of control and animals suffer. The organization offers resources to
prevent animals from suffering due to neglect, overcrowding or emergencies. Visit sdhumane.org/supportservices
for more information.

Photos and body-worn camera video for media use can be downloaded here:
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/OcllhiJbEy

Photos and cell phone clips from the intake Aug. 27, 2024:
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/yLatXva74F

Photos and video clips of Lucy’s transformation:
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/FDRly6 KmoZ
Photo / video credit for all: San Diego Humane Society

About San Diego Humane Society

San Diego Humane Society’s scope of social responsibility goes beyond adopting animals. We offer programs that strengthen
the human-animal bond, prevent cruelty and neglect, provide medical care, educate the community and serve as a safety net
for all pet families. Serving San Diego County since 1880, San Diego Humane Society has campuses in El Cajon, Escondido,
Oceanside, Ramona and San Diego. For more information, please visit sdhumane.org.
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