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Increase in “Desirable” Dog Breeds at San Diego Humane Society 
 

SAN DIEGO — With 2025 coming to an end, San Diego Humane Society is 

releasing an overview of the most common dog breeds entering its doors this 

past year, and there are some surprises! 
 

In 2025, the organization saw an increase breeds that are considered highly 
desirable, including 381 French bulldogs (a 514% increase since 2020!), 287 

pugs, 161 maltese, 158 maltipoos and 120 shih tzus! 

  
“Desirable Breeds” at SDHS in 2025: 

Rank   Breed   

8.    French Bulldog (381 – a 514% increase since 2020!) 

9.    Pug (287) 
13.  Maltese (161) 

15.  Maltipoo (158) 

22. Shih Tzu (120)  
 

Out of 13,171 dog intakes to date in 2025, most common is the American pit bull terrier, followed by Chihuahuas, 
shepherds, Siberian huskies and Labrador Retrievers. 
 

Most Common Dog Breeds at SDHS in 2025: 

Rank Breed 

1. American Pit Bull Terrier (1,772) 

2. Chihuahua (1,259) 
3. Shepherd (1,062) 

4. Siberian Husky (1,055) 

5. Labrador Retriever (902) 
 

“We believe every dog is wonderful, not matter the breed, yet we understand that some prospective pet owners 
have specific preferences,” said Dr. Gary Weitzman, president and CEO of San Diego Humane Society. “Our data 

shows you can find any breed at any age in a shelter or rescue, which makes adoption the best option for bringing 

home a pet.” 
 

Adopting a pet from San Diego Humane Society is not only a compassionate choice, but also a cost-effective 

one. Every adopted pet is spayed/neutered, microchipped and vaccinated. 
 

Right now, there are 676 dogs in care at San Diego Humane Society. The organization is open for walk-in 

adoptions Tuesday through Sunday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. at campuses in El Cajon, Escondido, Oceanside and San 

Diego. To view adoptable pets, visit sdhumane.org/adopt. 
 

B-roll/photos of the most popular dog breeds at SDHS for media use can be downloaded here:  

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/fZExMfYHXf 

Photo/video credit: San Diego Humane Society 
 

About San Diego Humane Society 

San Diego Humane Society’s scope of social responsibility goes beyond adopting animals. We offer programs that strengthen the 

human-animal bond, prevent cruelty and neglect, provide medical care, educate the community and serve as a safety net for all pet 
families. Serving San Diego County since 1880, San Diego Humane Society has campuses in El Cajon, Escondido, Oceanside, 

Ramona and San Diego. For more information, visit sdhumane.org.  
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