
TROLLEY SYSTEM

Learn more atLearn more at sdhumane.org/trolley

A TROLLEY SYSTEM SHOULD:A TROLLEY SYSTEM SHOULD:

uProvide maximum space.Provide maximum space.

uMake sure your dog has access to food, Make sure your dog has access to food, 
water, shelter and exercise.water, shelter and exercise.

uPrevent your dog from getting loose  Prevent your dog from getting loose  
and potentially harmed.and potentially harmed.

uNot allow your dog to become tangled  Not allow your dog to become tangled  
on the line or neighboring structures.on the line or neighboring structures.

According to California law, you may attach a dog According to California law, you may attach a dog 
to a running line, pulley or trolley system, like the one to a running line, pulley or trolley system, like the one 
pictured. It is not legal to tether, fasten, chain or tie a pictured. It is not legal to tether, fasten, chain or tie a 

dog to a stationary object, such as a dog house, tree dog to a stationary object, such as a dog house, tree 
or fence, for more than 3 hours in a 24-hour period. or fence, for more than 3 hours in a 24-hour period. 

When San Diego Humane Society’s Humane Law When San Diego Humane Society’s Humane Law 
Enforcement team receives notice that a dog is Enforcement team receives notice that a dog is 
tethered illegally, it can result in the following:tethered illegally, it can result in the following:

uu    A Humane O�cer visiting the home or property.A Humane O�cer visiting the home or property.

uu    A ticket or citation.A ticket or citation.

uu    Impoundment of the animal and responsibility Impoundment of the animal and responsibility 
for related fees.for related fees.

uu Potential criminal liability.Potential criminal liability.
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HOW TO SAFELY USE A TROLLEY SYSTEM

When used properly, a trolley system allows a 
dog to freely and comfortably move between two 
stationary objects with access to food, water and 
shelter. However, improperly tethering your dog or 
leaving them tethered for long periods of time can be 
dangerous and lead to behavioral or medical issues.

INSTALLATION

WHEN INSTALLING A TROLLEY SYSTEM, 
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:

•  Choose a space that is flat and long enough for 
the trolley line, avoiding trees and structures.

•  Make sure there is nothing a dog can wrap 
themselves around or get tangled in, including the 
post or anchor for the trolley line.

•  Make sure your dog has access to separated food 
and water, as well as shade throughout the day as 
the sun moves.

•  Select an area with stationary objects to anchor 
each end of the trolley to. You can use eye bolts 
anchored into concrete, metal trolley posts or 
other sturdy mounts. 

•  Installation height should be at least 6 feet above 
the ground.

•  Attach the tether to a harness and not your dog’s 
collar to prevent choking.

•  There should always be only one dog per trolley 
line to avoid injuries.

All legal trolley runner lines will come with a version 
of a safety stop or cable anchor. Please follow the 
instructions provided with your system.

If you need assistance setting up your trolley system, 
please contact our Humane Law Enforcement team 
at 619-299-7012, option 1.

TRAINING YOUR DOG

Introducing your dog to the trolley system slowly will 
make them more comfortable and confident using it. 
Before attaching your dog to the trolley system, use 
these tips to ease them in:

•  Let your dog sni� the set-up and trolley materials. 

•  Walk by the trolley system with your dog, giving 
them lots of treats and praise.

•  Practice walking with the trolley line attached to 
your dog in a familiar indoor space before moving 
outside.

•  Take things slow, let your dog adjust at their 
own pace and provide plenty of positive 
reinforcement.

•  If you are struggling, consult a professional dog 
trainer who can assess your specific situation 
and provide personalized guidance. Visit 
sdhumane.org/training for resources and 
trainer recommendations.

Please visit sdhumane.org/trolley
for more information.




