
San Diego’s native wildlife plays a very 
important role in helping our ecosystem thrive
Following the Four Ls will help you keep our wild neighbors happy and 
healthy. Look at them from a safe distance. You can even try using 
binoculars or a camera to see them better! Listen to the sounds of 
nature all around you — what can you hear? Learn about them by 
reading books or asking a grownup. Leave them alone! It is safer for 
you and the animal to keep your distance so they can keep doing their 
job in keeping San Diego beautiful. 
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Shelter Mews
Did you know that dogs are the most 
common pet in the United States?
We interact with them in so many ways including in our homes, 
at the park, in the neighborhood and even at stores and 
restaurants! It’s important to be safe around dogs. YOU can be 
safe by learning how and when to approach a dog. Never pet a 
dog who is sleeping, eating or chewing a bone or toy. To meet 
a leashed dog, WAIT  and follow these four steps:

Is the dog on a leash?  
Is the dog showing friendly body language? 

Ask your adult.  
Ask the person holding the leash.

Approach the dog from the side. 
Pat your leg and invite the dog to come to you.

Pet the dog gently on the back or side with one hand
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Meet Our Sta�  
Meet Staci!
 
Staci is the Community Outreach Educator at San Diego Humane 
Society. She visits schools throughout San Diego to teach kids 
about pet care, adoption, staying safe and treating animals with 
kindness and respect. Staci loves bringing animals to classrooms 
and giving kids the opportunity to meet and learn about them 
in person. Teaching kids how to stay safe with dogs and other 
animals is one of Staci’s favorite lessons to teach because it is  
so important. 
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Join us for on-site programs at San Diego Humane Society!

sdhumane.org

Lend a Paw
You can do your part by taking this pledge to stay safe with dogs!

Find more pet safety activity sheets, videos and links at 
sdhumane.org/petsafety

Book Nook

Safety Info

Brain Teaser

To Pet or Not to Pet?
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Look at the dog’s body language and what they are doing in each drawing. 

If it is a safe time to pet, color the happy face.  

If it is not a safe time to pet, color the frown face.
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Answer: Do not pet a dog who is eating, behind a fence, tied up, sleeping, or 
playing with or chewing a toy. Only pet happy dogs!
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I Can Stay Safe with Dogs

• Every time I see a dog, I am going to stop and w_________________.

• I will only go up to a new dog if they are on a l_________________.

• Before petting a dog, I will first a_________________ my responsible adult.

• I will not c_________________ or try to pet a dog who is loose outside.

• If a loose dog comes near me, I will not run, but I will stand very still like

a t_________________.

• If I get knocked down by a dog, I will curl up like a r_________________.

• I will pet a dog gently on the b_________________ or side.

• I will not touch a dog who is e_________________ or

s_________________.

• I will always be gentle and k_________________ with my pets.

Color or circle the picture that shows the boy acting safely with the dog.

Color or circle the picture of the happy dog.

ask    back    chase    eating    kind    leash    rock    sleeping    tree    wait

Fill in the words below and make a promise to stay safe with dogs. 

The first letter of the word is written for you. 

http://www.sdhumane.org/
http://sdhumane.org/petsafety

