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Authorities Seeking Leads On Animal Abuse Case Involving An Abandoned 

Dog With Chicken Wire Tightly Bound Around Neck  
Crime Stoppers is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for any information that leads to an arrest 
 

SAN DIEGO — Melody, a four-year old Spaniel, was 

brought to San Diego Humane Society on December 22 with 

severe lacerations around her neck, which appear to be 

caused from tightly bound chicken wire that caused deep 

cuts in her neck. From the investigation by San Diego 

Humane Society‟s Humane Law Enforcement department, 

Humane Officers believe this act was intentional cruelty. 

This incredibly painful infliction constitutes animal abuse in 

the state of California and authorities are hoping 

community tips will lead to an arrest.  

 

“The way the chicken wire was tied indicates that this was 

an intentional act. The injuries she has suffered cut into her flesh all the way to the bone. She‟s 

very lucky to be alive,” says Steve MacKinnon, Chief of Humane Law Enforcement for San Diego 

Humane Society. MacKinnon explained that Melody was found abandoned at a plant nursery 

located on N. River Road in Oceanside.  

 

MacKinnon continues, “We‟ve opened an investigation to find the person(s) responsible for her 

injuries, but we, unfortunately, have very little information about what happened. We‟re asking 

the community to please report any information or possible leads so we can find the person 

responsible, or Melody‟s previous owners.”   

 

San Diego Humane Society veterinarians performed immediate reconstructive surgery on Melody 

to repair her injuries and have given a positive prognosis for her survival and rehabilitation. The 

Humane Law Enforcement division of San Diego Humane Society has opened an animal cruelty 

investigation with the hopes of pursuing felony charges.  

 

Dr. Gary Weitzman, president and CEO of San Diego Humane Society says, “What happened to 

Melody is horrific and, unfortunately, we see animal cruelty like this all too often. We rely on 

information from the community to be able to seek justice for these animals who are unable to 

mailto:kschry@sdhumane.org


 
defend themselves. Fighting animal cruelty is one of our primary missions so we can give animals like 

Melody the second chance they deserve.” 

 

Crime Stoppers is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for any information that leads to an arrest. 

Leads can be reported through an anonymous tip line on www.sdcrimestoppers.com or by calling 

(888) 580-8477. Information can also be reported to the San Diego Humane Society at 

www.sdhumane.org or by calling (619) 243-3466. 

 

To schedule an interview or for more information, please contact Stacy Archambault at (619) 243-

3432 or sarchambault@sdhumane.org.  

 
Photos and B-roll available upon request.  

 

About San Diego Humane Society 

Serving San Diego County since 1880, San Diego Humane Society‟s scope of social responsibility goes 

beyond adopting animals. San Diego Humane Society offers San Diegans a wide range of programs and 

services to „Inspire Compassion‟ in our community, prevent cruelty/neglect, provide medical care, educate the 

community on the humane treatment of animals and provide safety net services for all pet families needing 

assistance with keeping their pets. 
 
As one of San Diego‟s oldest nonprofit organizations, San Diego Humane Society has campuses located in 

Escondido, Oceanside, and San Diego as well as adoption centers inside Petco stores throughout San Diego 

County. San Diego Humane Society is supported solely through contributions, grants, bequests, investments, 

proceeds from the Muttique retail store and small fees for services. For more information or to view 

our current animals available for adoption; please visit www.sdhumane.org. 
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